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The Bureau of Mines had 8 mine res-
cue cars which were stationed at the
“Car Barn”, a garage below CMU. In
the event of an emergency these cars
would be loaded with safety apparatus
and then dispatched from Pittsburgh,
PA using an underground train track
that may still exist, running along
Forbes Avenue and Panther Hollow.
Fifty years ago, there was a huge mine
fire in Timmons, Ontario, site of this
year’s Ontario Mine Rescue Compe-
tition, (hometown of Shania Twain)
and this apparatus was most likely 
loaded on one of these 8 boxcars. 
Taking the underground route through
Pittsburgh, PA to Canada, the appar-
atus arrived at the site of the fire in 
11/2 days. The boxcars are now so rare
that a group of Ontario advocates took
old photos from one of these boxcars
and refurbished it to look like it did
when it left for the Timmons fire. 

The 1924 BG is also quite rare. When
Robert Peluso, Senior Consultant of
R. Guy Associates, was asked by Wes
Kenneweg, President and CEO of 
Draeger Safety, Inc. in Pittsburgh, if
he could obtain one of these BG’s for
display in the Pittsburgh offices, Bob
didn’t think that there would be any
problems in getting one. However, 

This is the story of the 1924 Draeger
BG currently at the Draeger Safety 
Office in Pittsburgh, PA.:
Owned by the Mine Safety and Health
Administration, the 1924 Draeger BG
was used right here in Pittsburgh for
mine rescue operations. Purchased 
by the Bureau of Mines when they 
were located at the Bureau of Mines
building at 4800 Forbes Avenue in 
the Oakland section of Pittsburgh, PA,
next to CMU, (Carnegie MellonUni-
versity) this BG may have seen action
as far away as Timmons, Ontario. 

1924 Draeger BG history, right here in Pittsburgh, PA!

1924 BG operating manual
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once he started with his investiga-
tions and interrogations, he found
that this 1924 Draeger BG was so rare
that it was the only one left. The unit
was originally produced by Draeger 
in 1924 and came to the USA where 
it became the property of the Bureau
of Mines. 

The Bureau of Mines was established
around 1910 and held two organiza-
tions, one was the office of Health
and Safety and the other was the of-
fice of Mine Production and Develop-
ment. Due to a conflict of interest
(critics didn’t think you could keep
mining production at high levels while
maintaining mine worker safety), the
U.S. Government split the two groups,
and called it the Mine Enforcement
Safety Administration (MESA), but
they were still under the United States
Department of the Interior. Critics
demanded further separation of these
two groups and in March of 1978 
they moved MESA to the Department
of Labor and called it Mine Safety 
and Health Administration (MSHA). 
MSHA is now the sister of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA), the government organi-

zation that deals with labor and safety
related issues in industry, except for
the mining industry. Although the 
Bureau of Mines no longer exists, 
the National Institute of Safety and
Health (NIOSH) has absorbed them
into their organization. 

With all of these changes also came
changes in office locations. MSHA
went from being in the Oakland 
area of Pittsburgh; to where they are 
located today, in their Hunker offices
near New Stanton, PA. During these
moves much of the equipment was 
discarded and/or came into disrepair,
leaving only this one 1924 Draeger
BG. 

Mr. Jerry Davis, Assistant District 
Manager for MSHA, was very instru-
mental in helping Bob obtain the 
antique BG. Because it is the only 
mining re-breather left from this era,
Mr. Davis and MSHA have made ar-
rangements to allow Draeger Safety 
to take the unit on permanent loan,
while a photo of the unit will be on
display at the MSHA, Hunker offices.
There, the plaque states, “This 1924
Draeger BG mine rescue unit has 

been fully refurbished by Draeger 
Safety, Inc. It is on permanent loan
and can be viewed at the Draeger 
Safety offices, located in Pittsburgh,
PA.” This 1924 BG is the great-grand-
father of the current Draeger mine
rescue re-breather, the BG-4. The Ger-
man built ingenuity and engineering
that went into this BG-1924 is remark-
able. Since it’s been refurbished, the
company has tested it with a new 
oxygen bottle only to find that it is still
perfectly operational after 78 years!
How many of us can say that! 

Shelli Cosmides
Draeger Safety Inc. Pittsburgh, 
PA, U.S.A.
shelli.cosmides@draeger.com

Pictures of the refur-
bished 1924 BG
currently at the Daeger
Safety Office in Pitts-
burgh, PA., still opera-
tional after 78 years.
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